CHAPTER   IV

HITLER WRITES  MEIN KAMPF

THE most popular government, if it notoriously
breaks its word, risks losing the confidence of the mob.
Von Kahr's government had never been popular, and
the fashion in which von Kahr duped the revolution-
aries of the Biirgerbrau caused it to be hated and
despised. The people were angry. The blood shed by
the police on November 9 and the feeling of civil war
in the air had heated men's minds. The Munich Trial,
which was no judicial proceeding but a farce, served,
in spite of the indulgence of the judges, to gain fresh
sympathy for the National-Socialist cause.

On the other hand Hitler's indefensible attitude
caused him to lose temporarily some of his original
friends. In some cases the loss was permanent.

The trial opened at Munich at the beginning of
1924. Hitler was at this time one of the few putsckists
confined in the fortress of Landsberg. His original
depression had by now given place to a revival of
optimism. The thirteen corpses of the Feldherrn-
halle, the three victims of the fighting between the
police and Roehm's detachments no longer weighed
on his conscience. The sudden death of his friend and
colleague Dietrich Eckhart, whose heart had not stood
up to the strain of the previous weeks, only drew
from him an egoistical sigh.
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